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PREFACE. 
TB E late Mr, Pearſon, although 


no violent republican, was a great ſtickler 
for the privileges of the people, and rather 


an oppoſitioniſt, He was a plain, blunt, 


honeſt man, of a very peculiar turn of hu- 
mour. Both Houſes knew him well. He 


was, indeed, ſo far a leveller, that, if the 
proudeſt Peer in the realm addreſſed him with 


the ſmalleſt degree of haughtineſs, he was 
certain, in return, to meet with a very ſharp 
and ungracious anſwer. Porter only to the 
Houſe of Commons, yet wonderful was his 
power; for every Member in the Houſe 
found it his intereſt to have the good wiſhes 

and the ear of Pearſon. Many were the ad- 
yantages they reaped from his ſmiles. On 
great debates, he would prevent a Peer's ſon. 


whom he liked not from having a ſeat, al- 


though he would afterwards flip in half a 


A 


dozen 


Fo 
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. dozen friends of a favourite Member : And 
as to determining when the Houſe was full, 
the doors proper to be locked, and the key 
laid on the Speaker's table, even Meſſ. Nor- 
ton, Cornwall, and the preſent Mr. Addington, 
have all left the deciſion of that weighty 
point always to the ſagacious judgment of 
Pearſon. Nor did he ever abuſe the truſt for 
lucre, though often he has been known to . 
ſtretch his delegated prerogative for friendſhip, 
and more often through mere whim; for he 
was a fingular phyſiognomiſt. 1 
If a face, or a manner did not pleaſe him, 
gold could not bribe him into civility, much 
leſs to the favour of admiſſion. One ſtranger 
might be modeſt and ingratiating; Pearſon, 
like Thurlow, would only give him a filent 
contemptuous ſtare: Another would be rude; 
Pearſon would laugh at his rudeneſs, tell him 
the orator of the moment, and, perhaps, 
ſhove him in, although he had before refufed 
dozens who were known to him. He would 
oblige with a growl, and refuſe with a grin. 
If a Member was negligent of his fee, or ad- 
'drefled him pertly, he had many modes of 
ſpeedy vengeance: The offending Member 


could never make his entrance or exit through 


7 
14 
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the . but Pearſon would bawl out, 
„ Who wants Mr. ſuch-a-one!” though no 
one aſked-for him; he would teize him to 
walk to the Court of Requeſts, to the Gal- 
lery, or the Houſe of Peers, in ſearch of a 
phantom, not a friend. At laſt, the irritated 
Member perceiving ſomething of the trick, 
finding he could have no redreſs, without in- 
curring the ridicule of the whole Houſe, ge- 
nerally hung out a flag of truce, by the moſt 
obſequious demeanor, ſpeedily followed up 
by a handſome preſent : for Pearſon had his 
own conſequence ſo much at heart, that he 
fpurned always at the money, if he _ not 
previouſly humbled the man. 
Although not bleſſed with a claſſical aki | 
cation, he had ſuch an aſtoniſhing portion 
of keen obſervation, that he could pretty 
nearly foretel the period of the termination 
of every debate, when once it commenced. 
By the thronging of the Members he foreſaw, 
and nicely calculated its magnitude: By the 
opening of the firſt ſpeaker, and the peculia- 
rity of the ſubject, he gueſſed pretty accu- 
rately all the orators of the night; and know- 
ing the time nearly that each would ſpeak, 
he has often prognoſticated to Peers, guttling 
i Members, 


i 
1 
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Membets, waiters, porters, &c. who enquired: 
of him what time he thought the Houſe would 
break up; not that his prognoſtications were 
always corre& within the half hour : This 
depended very much on no unexpected long- 
winded Members arifing ; but we may ven- 
ture to affirm, that, if the late Mr. Pearſon 
had been made acquainted with a queſtion, 


ſeen the manner of the Members coming in, 


viewed the perturbed faces of Steele, Roſe, 


- Phipps, Ryder, Pye, &c. thoſe whippers-in 


of the Miniſterial ſupporters; hearing, beſides, 


the opening orator ſet off; the ſagacious ja- 


nitor of the Houſe would moſt commonly 
foretel the cloſe of the debate within the | 
en ſometimes within the half! g | 

As the theatrical time-piece calculates ex- 
actly the hours and minutes each drama takes 
in repreſentation; ſo Pearſon, knowing the 


ſubject of diſcuſſion, could generally tell ho 


long every Member would harangue on it! 
On queſtions of moment, ſome of the 


| Members, who with to be informed when the 


Houſe will adjourn, enquire when the Speaker 


has ordered his coach! On thefe occaſions, 


Pearſon very often would ſay, The Speaker 


has ordered his coach at eight, but Fil be 


damned if you get away before twelve !” 
Pearſon 


1 
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— pearſon, 1 to record, was much 


oftener in the right, as to the adjournment, | 
than the Speaker himſelf ! The old Members 
never paid much attention, therefore, to the 


Speaker's coach, but always conſulted their 


oracle, Pearſon' s mouth, 4 
To prove, for inſtance, his nice calculation 


as to the time each Member would ſpeak, Mr. 


Courtney made a bett with the late Mr. Sel- 


wyn, of a dinner at Bellamy's, that Pearſon 


would tell within half an hour the length of 
the ſpeech of any ſpeaker they fixed on. Mr. 


Hawkins Browne was juſt got up: The queſ- 


tion was put to Pearſon, © Who is up, Bar- 
well?” „Hawkins Browne,” anſwered his 


_ deputy. © Hawkins Browne! I'll be damn'd 


Gentlemen, if that Preſbyterian looking fel- 
low will fit down in leſs than two hours, un- 
leſs he is coughed down.” Both Gentlemen 
pulled out their watches: Hawkins Browne 
ſpoke two hours and ten minutes, and Selwyn 
loſt his bett, A great Perſonage, as well as 
his Grace of Queenſberry, has had many a 


laugh againſt George Selwyn, for thus being 
foiled as to his opinion of Pearſon's preſcience. 


It would be endleſs to adduce the many 


| proofs of Pearſon's divination in reſpect to the 
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ee of ſpeeches, c or che breaking up of the. 
Houſe. One or two, out of hundreds, we 
ſhall only now ſelect. What would make 
the peruſal of his whole life by way of diary 
entertaining, is, that every thing he uttered 
contained a ſingular vein of ſarcaſtic humour. 
Mr. Sheridan, one evening, aſking Pearſon, 
on his entrance, What's on? who's ſpeak- 
ing?” The Chairman of the lobby inſtantly 
replied, * India affairs—the Major's up—the 
Houſe * is aſleep ; why, Sir, hav'n't you 
broyght your 2ight-cap ?” And to Col. Fitz- 
patrick, hanging by Mr. Sheridan's arm, he 
added, © If the Houſe, Colonel, are too 
fleepy to cough him down, by r they 
ſoon ſuore him down ; 
Gen. Grant, who, although a very ſocial, 
worthy man, was not in the liſt of Pearſon's 
favourites, enquiring once of him how long 
Sir George Younge, the ſpeaking Member, 
would harangue, he was anſwered, © As lang, 
General, if he was allowed, as you would be 

in marching thro' and conquering America.“ 
This alluded to the General's well known 
fpeech. of his, marching through all America, 
and conquering it with three thouſand men. 
1 Mr. 
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Mr. Grant, bead of bad diſpleaſed, 
laughed very heartily, and quietly paſſed in. 
Putting in Mr. Akerman, the keeper of 
Newgate, one night, late, when the Houſe 


= 
—— 


was very clamarous, he ſaid, © Maſter Dick, 
I'm not ſo much afraid of my priſoners (with 
the key of the Houſe dangling in his hand) 
as you are of your 5, though mine, you hear, 
be far more noi.” 

Pearſon ſaid, Beaufoy 8 foreches were as 
feveet as his own vinegar. 

Of General Conway, who is remarkable for 
ſtarting ſome freſh ſtrong point very late, 
when the ſubje& of debate ſeems almoſt ex- 
hauſted, Pearſon once ſaid, when Conway 
had riſen at one in the morning, “ This is the 
moſt daring General in the Houſe; for, at 
the moment every other Officer is retiring 
with fatigue and deſpair, he is ſure to break 
new ground, and encamp, to take poſſeſſion 
of the field.“ 

It may ſeem ſingular, to thoſe who are ig- 
norant of the Houſe of Commons, how their 
menial, their porter, could thus preſume to 
take ſuch liberty with the auguſt Senators; or 
that they would condeſcend to converſe ſo fa- 
miliarly with their door-keeper. To this it is 

53: anſwered, 
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bete d, that Mr. Pearſon having been more 
than thirty years about the Houſe, and know- 
ing moſt of the old Members, conſequently, 
when they were young, he had been for many 
years indulged in ſuch licence of remark and 
retort, from his age, his anecdote, his humour, 
and his ſtrict attention to the duties of his 
office. 

The following alphabetical CEE 
appear to have been executed at different pe- 
riods, on various ſcraps of paper, ſome of 
them being yellow and moth-eaten with age. 
The Editors imagine that he muſt have 
written, in all, many volumes, as his old 
Intimates report, that it was his conſtant 
cuſtom, every night or morning, before he 
went to bed, to write a diary « of the Ie Preceding 
day. 

Pity it is, that more of them have not been 
preſerved; at leaſt, that they have not yet 
been diſcovered: For it is clear, from the pe- 
ruſal of theſe his poſthumous writings, that 
they are very incomplete, and are only de- 
tached fragments of a very long and extenſive 
work, which might have been much larger 
than _ s Law Dictionary. = 
23 HE RNS ,_.. 
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Such, however, as it is, it is preſented 1 
to the world; and the Editors doubt not of | 
its being found to contain many uſeful ob- 

ſervations, and ſome pleaſing anecdotes, that 

cannot but be truly uſeful to every Politi- 

cian, and worthy the library of every Britiſh 

Senator. 
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Adams TRA Trix. A majority in Parlia- 
ment, that do as they pleaſe: becauſe they ſic 
on the right hand of the Speaker, they always 

ſwear they are on the right ſide—and fo they 

for the loaves and fiſhes.—Lord Frederic 
Catapbell vows he'll never fit on the left ſide 
while he draws breath. Harry Dundas ſays, he | 
was always ſtarving with\cold and hunger while 
he ſat on that ſide, although it\lay to the ſouth- 
ward of the miniſter! Now my chair is on the 
oppoſition ſide, yet, by G, Il never was near 
being ſtarved in my life, except when one of 
the Reporter's dogs, named Fury, run off with 
every thing in my cup- board, and threw little : 
Quarme in his flight into. Mother Drybutter's 
baſket; nor was I ever near being ſtarved with 
cold, unleſs on a very cold froſty night, when 

Bootle and Bamber Gaſcoyne ſtood for two 

| | hours 


— ee at 
2 


year fifteen, who gave the Commons leave to 


16 _ PEARSON'S" DICTIONARY," © 


hovrs by the lobby fire, as blowers—and by 
Ch t they blowed i it 585 out, with their fat 
big bums. | 18 S } — 


ALICE'S.—A Cote. Houſe, e dies 6 the 


Members for ſoups, which Bellamy can't 
make, and other refreſhments, while Bukkk is 


. ſpeaking, — Mem. He never riſes. but I have 


directly to open the door to let the Members 
out.— N. B. Frank, who has lately had his 
hair tied up, and powdered, would never have 
any cuſtom at all but for his /oups; for the ſtupid- 
dog can neither write, nor read, and. ha ft 
_..a-word to fay. _ 
AMENDMENT. —A EGTA that the Houſe 
of Commons very rarely agree to. 
ARGUMENT. ,—Reaſons offered for or againſt, 
any matter under diſcuſſion, and which are 
either good, or bad, according to the nuMBERS | 
to approve, or condemn them,—N, B. Sir Grey 
Cooper knows that argument never got the Min- 
iſter a majority; and ſo does George Roſe too. 
ASSOCIATION A club of bold, hearty fel- 
lows, borh in and out of doors, who meet, to 
reſtore, not reform, the Conſtitution, accordi ing 


zs it was eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, as young 


Whitbread told me; who ſays, that Parliaments - 
were ſettled then to fit but for three years !— 

em. He ſays beſides, that it was the Duke of 
\ Devonſhire, and the Houſe of Peers, in the 


ſit 


J 
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fit ſeven years inſtead of three! What right 
(Mem.) had they to give the Commons leave ? 
Did they or the Commons aft the people's leave? 
| Major Maitland, whom I ax'd about it, ſaid 
« Ng!—Pearſon, the Parliament of thoſe days 
robbed the people of their triennial Parliaments, 
owing to their pretended fears of the Pretender's 
friends bringing in a Popiſh or Jacobite majo- 
_ rity, in caſe a new Parliament was called during 
the rebellion. All we want, Pearſon, is to 
reſtore this Revolution-right of triennial 
elections to the people; and, by that means, 
ſupport, not overturn or deface, the Conſtitution, 
— As to Pretenders, we have no pretenders now 
to fear, unleſs it be the Pretender Pitt, who 
Has kicked away the reform-ladder by which he 
aſcended into popular favour, and, looking up 
in the clouds of his miniſtry, foregoing. all his 
former - patriotic principles, ſwears the time is 
not now ripe, forſooth, for a reform, becauſe he 
has a great majority in Parliament But, 
Pearſon, we are determined that the aſſociation 
' ſhall never be diſſolved, until it has obtained 
its glorious purpoſe !—namely, fort Parlia- 
ments, as eſtabliſhed at the Revolution, and an 
equal repreſentation of the people, according to 
property and population, by lopping off the 
rotten borgughs, and ſcattering thoſe loppings 
throughout the counties, cities, and towns of all 

Great Britain in ſuch a manner, that property 


C _ -and--- 
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and population ſhall be our ſole. guide what : 
diſtricts are ſufficiently repreſented, and what 


| not !—And why, Pearſon, (continued he,) ſhall a 


copy-holder, a great manufacturer, or a monied 
man, becauſe they are not free-holders, be 
debarred their franchiſe of election, Altho” 
worth many hundreds per annum; While a poor 
creature who has what is called a freehold, ſhall 


enjoy and conſequently very often 4 iſpoſe . 


his vote thro' his poverty! Indeed it many 
times happens that he has little elſe to live on! 
No, no, (concluded he,) as our deſigns are 


truly conſtitutional, we ſhall never be frightened _ 


by a venal, ſordid, and intereſted ariſtocracy, 
from reſtoring the parliamentary purity to the 
Prince and the people — for, believe me, 
Pearſon, the Reform will not give more liberty ö 
to the Nation than to its King; as he will not 


| then be over-awed, nor thwarted in his virtuous 


deſigns by an unconſtitutional phalanx of borcugh- 
Vl gſuen, but guide in every glorious and worthy 
purſuit, the oat voice of a loyal people, whom 
he can then much more eaſily command, than 
he can at preſent the formidable hoſt of Borough- 
Sovereigns, when their views jar with his 
intereſts and that of his people!” That 
| ſpirited young man would have faid a great 
deal more, but he was lugged away by 


L Lambton and Francis up to Bellamy's.— Well; 


I ſay, Succeſs to the Aſſociation; for as they 
Gay 


i 


may extend the number of members, by Ch---t, 
it will bring more good guineas into my pocket. 
I wish, by the L—d that they would convert 
Weſtminſter Hall into the Commons, and fill 


ite, with ten thouſand members !—Heavens! 
what a number of guineas I'd then get! 


AVE. A Lacedemonian' oration, as Courtney 
calls it, ſpoken ſometimes all at once by two- 


thirds of the Houſe, who can ſay nothing more. 
I wiſh there was never any other long ſpeeches, 
as I'd then get home in time to ſmoke my pipe. 


B. 


BACK-STAIRS.—A way up to the gallery, 
where little fat Shiells can touch the Half 
crotons.—N. B. There are other back-ftairs — 
and the Marquis of Buckingham knows it. 

BELLAMY' S.— A damn'd good houſe, up 
ſtairs, where I have drank many a pipe of red 
port. Here the Members, who cannot ſay 
more than Yes or No below, can ſpeechify for 


hours to Mother Bellamy about beef ſteaks and 


| park chops. Sir Watkin Lewes always dreſſes 
them there himſclf—and I'll be curſt if he ben't 
a choice hand at a beef ſteak and a bottle, as 

well as a pot and a pipe. = 
 BRANDY.—A comfortable liquor, as hot as 
Pepper Arden, as ſtrong as Harry Dundas, 
as clear as Charles Fox, as red as Alderman 
1 | Curtis, 
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Curtis, 5 5 he's bluſhing at getting a biſeuit 
contract ha! ha! ha !—Ir's a liquor, in ſhort, 
that makes me at firſt as lively as Billy Baker 
but if I rake too much of it 1 feel myſelf as 
dull as Dalben, and ſtupid as Hawkins Brown, 


„ĩ[5 . , 
9 4 


C. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. —A general ſummons 
of all the Members, on any great queſtion, 
when the ſenſe of the whole Houſe is judged 
neceſſary, and the nature of the buſineſs does 

not fit eaſy on the Members' ſtomachs. Not- 
withſtanding this injunction, it is ſeldom, or 
never, however, that the whole Houſe is got 
together; a great many of the Members being 
very ill, or falling ſick all on a ſudden. — Mem. | 
The playhouſes are not the only places, where 
the performers are ſuddenly indiſpoſed. I don't 
pretend to tell a ſtory as well as Col. Barre, but 
the meſſengers were once ſent to fetch poor Col. 
Roberts, one of the Members for Taunton, who 
had neglected to obey the call of the Houſe, 
The meſſengers went, as if the Colonel had 
actually committed treaſon, and they were to 
bring him to town neck and heels; but the poor 
Colonel, who never ſat in Parliament before, 
was found ing in the neighbourhood of 
Taunton, not thinking of any manner of harm; 
and this was fo general believed by the Houſe, 
1 that 
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that he was immediately diſcharged upon pay- 


ing the expences that had been incurred on the 


occaſion.— Quere. Were not the other Members 
angling, as well as the Colonel, and in a Better 
place? But the Colonel, being a young 
Member, didn't know, perhaps, the proper, 


r 


CHAIR, —A thing made of wood that the 


Speaker and I fitin; the Speaker in the Houſe, 


and I i» the Lobby. Quere. — which has the 
worſt birth of it? | 
CIVIL-LIST.—A proviſion for paying a great 
number of ſervants that the public are in no 
want of. A very uncivil liſt for the people. 
Formerly white wands were uſed by conjurors. 
The Marquis of S——y can have one now. 
CLOCK.—A thing placed over the gallery, 
apparently to ſhew the time; but uſed by the 
Muiniſter to draw the Members' attention at a 
late hour, by way of putting an end te a debate, 
when he is tired of it.—N. B. Ten o'clock is 
the hour the Members are ſuppoſed to meet at, 
but four and even five o'clock is now an early 
hour for beginning buſineſs, eſpecially when a 
great deal is expected to be done. Formerly 
Members began their proceedings by nine, took 
their pipes in the ſmoking room, and got home 
to ſupper by ſeven or eight. — Mem. When a 
long debate is expected, I always get my dinner 
before I come gown. 
COM- 


22  —- PEARSON'S DICTIONARY. 


COMMITTEE—When the Houſe is in a 
Committee, the mace is taken from before the 
Speaker, and laid under the table. This is a 
comfortable time for the poor Speaker, who, 
upon the Houſe going into a Committee, 
always quits the chair, and gets a ſnug dinner 

in his room up ſtairs, —The chairman, however, 

of the Committee, an office for which Maſter 
Ord, or any other dull member, is generally 

put into, has a ſhocking birth of it, ſince ; 
when the Houſe is in a Committee, any Mem- 

ber, and every Member, may ſpeak, not only 

as long, but as often as he pleaſes, and the poor 
Chairman is bound to hear him. It is in a 
Commit tee, the Joquaciouſne/s of the Members, 

and their fondneſs for ſpeaking, is diſcovered, 

and aſcertained. Sir George Yonge has been 
known to be up forty times in a Committee, 

' / _ and after all to complain to the Chairman of a 
want of candour, and an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing, though he has not riſen, he has confeſſed, 
for the purpoſe of agreeing or objefing to the 
queſtion under diſcuſſion but merely to offer 
a few obſervations to the conſideration of the 

Committee. 

CONFIDENCE. A firm and maplicit belief 
in whatever the Miniſter ſays, though it is 
againſt the general rule of his conduct, and a 
full acknowledgment of his having done right, 
when he is well known to have done wrong, —lI 


| | never pay 2 bill before I know that I owe it. 
” CON. 
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CONSCIEN CE. A thing that few people ſeem 


to care a damn about, if one may judge of it 
5 from the readineſs with which they give it to 
the Miniſter.— Sir Rob. Walpole was an open 
dealer in this commodity; and wasn't aſhamed 
of his trade but every thing is now 2 


roſe. 


CONSTITUTION.—A Miniſter that may do 


juſt as he pleaſes; a majority in Parliament at 
his ſervices and whatever ſupplies may be aſked 


for.—N. B. I have fat in my chair a damn'd 


many years, and never found it any otherwiſe. 


CONTRACT. A thing that will make a man 


vote either way. I never found it fail yet, from 
the money-contrafor HakLET, down to the 
Wapping-biſcuit Baker, MasTzer CurTis.. Does 
Brook Watſon think me a liar? 
COUNTING-OUT.—Forty Members 6 a 
2 FHouſe; and though there be ever ſo many 
at the beginning of a debate, yet, if during the 


courſe of it, the Houſe ſhould be deſerted by 


the Members, till reduced below the number 
of forty, any one Member may have it 
adjourned, upon its being counted; not but 
that a debate may be continued when only ten, 
or five Members are left in the Houſe, provided 
no one chooſes to move an adjgurnment. Lord 
George Gordon once roſe, and deſired leave to 
read a pamphlet, which was granted, but 
requeſting to read another book immediately 

afterwards, 
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afterwards, and tak the Bible in his "EY | 
his Lordſhip continued reading from it, til! 
the Houſe, from upwards of four hundred 
Members, dwindled by degrees into /wo only, 
viz. the Speaker and Lord George himſelf, who 
had the indecency to keep the former till the 
candles were fairly in the ſocket. | 
COUNTRY-GENTLEMEN.—A ſet of honeſt, 
well-meaning Members, who come up to town 
to vote the ſupplies, and afterwards go down 
into the country, to make their neighbours 
happy with the flouriſhing ſtate of public affairs. 


 CUPBOARD.—A ſnug place for keeping a ſup 


and a bit in, on long debates.—My late 
partner, Barwell, often got at my bottle, I 
never 8 with his tobacco. 85 
e 
8 


DEBATE. — When the debate takes a turn againſt 
the Miniſter, and the Tellers think he has not 
friends enough in the Houſe to carry the queſ- 
tion, the Attorney, or Solicitor Genetals, or 
both of them, get up, and contrive to lengthen 
out the debate, till a ſufficient number of 
Members can be brought down to the Houſe 
from the different places of faſhionable reſort 
in Saint James's Street, and Pall-Mall, where 
they are ſent for by half a dozen runners, kept 
in the Lobby for that purpoſe. This is ſome- 

: 4 | times 
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times done on the Oppoſition ſide.— N. B. George 
Byng can always tell how the whole Houle, 
even to a ſingle Member, will vote in caſe of 
a diviſion. 
DINNER-BELL.—A bell rung upon the wind- 
ing up of a debate, for the Members up ſtairs 
at Bellamy's to come down, and do as they are 
bid. —N. B. A good excuſe for ſome to leave 
their bills unpaid, 
DIVISION.—A thing that very often produces a 
good underſtanding, though it /zems to ſeparate 
the Members. When it happens very late in 
the morning ſome are apt to make a curſed 
miſtake, and to go on the wrong ſide. I re- 
member old vow 10 G—4, Nugent, once did 


this, and went amongſt the Hes, when he 


ſhould have finiſhed his nap with the Nees. 
DRYBUTTER.—The name of a woman attend- 
ing the Lobby with oranges, who knows more 
of the Members private affairs than all the old 
bauds in Chriſtendom put together. 
DUNDAS.—A tall, raw-boned Scotſman, with 
a bag of words in his mouth, a little wig on his 
head, braſs in his face, a weathercock in his 
hand, and power in his eye. I never ſee him 
ſwaggering up the Lobby with Pitt, bot] turn 
ſick, and recover myſelf in my W by 
the comforts of a dram. 
DUNS.— Fellows who come aſter the Menibers, 
1 myſelf, for money, or places for their re- 
SBI | D lations, 
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lations, to rub off their ſcores. I know many 
who have paid their debts thus by places. 
—Mem. Have had a great deal of trouble with 
the Jate Lord Verney, who ſtooped, poor man, 
like a porter, under the enormous weight of his 
duns —Mem. There are a great many others I 
could mention ; but, as Lord Galway once ſaid 
to me on this ſcorce, © Pearſon, mum : ps 


E | : | 8 
0 


ELOQUENCE.—The art of perſuaſion.— Mem. 
Behind the Bar, juſt within fide the Houſe, _ 
there is a little cloſet, with a curtain of green 
baize, in which the Deputy Serjeant ſleeps on 
late nights.—N. B. A great deal of eloquence 
has been uſed on the pinch of a debate behind 
this curtain, by Jack Robinſon and others. 
ES TIMATE.—A ſtatement of the neceſſary ex- 
pences of the current year, in any one of the 
different public offices, and calculated to ſuch 

a nicety, as not only to tell how many millions, 
hundreds of thouſands, thouſands, hundreds of 
pounds, and pounds, may be neceſſary, but alſo 
how many ſhillings, pence, and farthings, will be 
wanted; for, as the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple are called together, to take care of their 
money, it would be wicked, indeed, not to do 
their duty; and it may be fairly ſaid, that the 
majority never /ze any error in the accounts de- 

| hvered 


livered in.ä— N. B. As a remarkable inſtance of 
this, 16,000]. were allowed for the mere print- 
ing of a county bill. 


. 


FAC TION. A ſet of honeſt fellows: determined 
to ſupport the Conſtitution on its true prinei- 


ples. P—tt pretends as much, but d—me if 


I ever thought him in earneſt, 
FINANCE.—Sheridan makes even this dry ſub- 
ject pleaſant, as well as inſtructive. But how 
the devil can the Houſe keep awake, when Da- 
wid Hartley, or his brother the Major, get hold 
of it? There is Lord Newhaven, too, a terrible 


bore this way. I don't pretend to be a Poet, 


but, as Pye would ſay — 


Whole hours he talks of arithmetic, 
And makes things clear as any candleftick / 


FOX. — A dark man, with a fair heart. The ter- 
ror of knaves, the expoſer of cheats, and the 
ſupporter of the rights of Engliſhmen. Demme, 
but he is as clever a fellow as e'er crack'd a 
biſcuit, and many thouſands I've ſeen him eat 
on hot nights. Like the Prince, he always 
ſays, Pearſon, how are you?“ | 


9 


5 GALLERY. 
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GALLERY. -A place up ſtairs where ſtrangers 
are admitted to hear the debates, and take a nap 
when tired out with dull ſpeakers. N. B. Can 
always tell when Sir Henry Houghton is up. 

GENERAL-SHOVE.—A puſh that the ſtrangers 
make to get into the Houſe my way, when the 
Gallery doors are locked, and the key laid on 
the table. N. B. em Sheridan is always ſure 
to be one of the firſt, I always let in Dennis 
O'Bryen without any fuſs, though God knows 
he never yet gave me a farthing; but he's a 

good clever fellow, and a great favourite with 
my friend Charles. 

GOING HOME. — A ſignal for rn Mid, I 
can always tell the Members invited to take 
their mutton with the Speaker, by their 12 
out firſt. 

GUINEA TRADE. -V. Wilberforce may talk 
againſt it as much as he pleaſes; but, for my 
part, it is the beſt trade going, I have been in 
it a great many years, and will never agree ei- 
ther to an immediate or a gradual abolition of it; 
Not but that I have had my loſſes in the Guinea 
Trade as well as others. I remember -I once 

had a good joke with Sir Samuel Hanway on the 
ſubject. He had forgot, at the end of the Seſ- 
ſion, to give me my Guinea; When he came 

| the 


PEARSON'S DICTIONARY. 1 


the next year, the momen the entered the Lobby! 


had my eye upon him; * Vo wants Sir Samuel 


' Hanway?” cried I, with the lungs of Dick Rigby, 
though no one had ever aſked for him. Egad, 
the Baronet was down upon it, and comes up to 
me directly with his purſe: A word with you, 
Pearſon,” ſays he, and puts a Guinea into my 

hands. Egad, Sir, cried I, wo if you pleaſe, 
and ſet all the people laughing. I don't know 
how. the worthy Baronet reliſhed the joke, but he 
never afterwards forgot to give me my Guinea, 


HEAR! HEAR !—A note of approbation uſed 


by one ſide or the other of the Houſe, whenever 
any thing is ſaid to pleaſe it by its reſpective 


friends, Sometimes Hear! Hear! is vociferited 
on one fide upon ſomething being ſaid on the 
other; not that it likes it, but merely to pin it 
down to the words uſed. And ſometimes both 
fides will roar out Hear! Hear! at what has fal- 
len, both thinking it in their favour, and tend- 
ing to ſerve them. Mem. I have often thought 
it rather puzzling to determine hich ſide had 
moſt right to call out Hear! Hear! | 
HODGE-PODGE.—The name of a bill paſſed 
at the end of the Seſſion, to licł up every little 


thing forgot through the negligence of the Se- 


cretary of the Treaſury, or the hurry of buſineſs, 
| and 
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and which may be compared to a pariſh-pudding, 

from its containing a bit of every thing. 
| I. 

INDEPENDENT MEMBERS.—Thoſe who have 
not yet had their price. Sir Robert Walpole ſaid, 
that every man was to be bought. But what 
could have bribed Alderman Beckford, who once 
publicly aſked the Miniſter in the Houſe, what 

be could do to influence him, who paid his firſt 
clerk a ſalary of one thouſand Guineas !—N. B. It 
was very true, Captain Collet was the man, and 

the Miniſter cou'dn't have brib'd him any more 
than the Maſter. 

INNOVATION. —Reſtoring the Britiſh Confti- 
tution to its original purity, 

IN'S.—A ſet of perſons who would never be ufjt | 

but who are not very ready to perform their pro- 
miſes, of bringing in thoſe who have ſerved ; 
them, as the number of their followers daily 
prove. It is the 7z's that give me the moſt 
trouble; and I am obliged, whether I will or no, 
to hear the complaints of all, who come after 
them for the places they have been amuſed with 

| at the laſt election, and who, like Sir Francis 

12 | M!MMWrongbead, would willingly take a ſnug thing, of 

a thouſand a year or ſo, juſt to begin with. Ma- 

ny a round paunced, ruddy-faced rogue of an 

elector have I had boring me for his Member, 
5 as 
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as if to take poſſeſſion of ſome place or other; 


when the Member, upon ſeeing him, has ſcarcely 
ſo much as recollected him, or has kept him in 
town upon promiſes till he has been as lean and 
as lank as old Elves. If I was ſtone blind, and 
ſitting in my chair, I could tell whether any of 
the 1's were coming, from the Miniſter him- 
ſelf down to Maſter Penton, the King's letter- 
carrier : Damn me, they're all as proud as the 
Devil. e 


x” 


| JACOBS.,—A well-known houſe, kept by a black 


fellow of that name in Old Palace Yard, and 
frequented by the ſervants of the Members, who 


have a kind of rendezvous there till the Lords 


and Commons are vp. The Knights of the 
Whip, and party-coloured tribe, here fancy 
themſelves as great as their Maſters, and are al- 
ways talking of the ſpeeches they have made, 
and when their Houſe will be up. Here, too, 
bills are frequently brought in, and read a #rf, 
ſecond, and third time; and Maſter Jacobs 
obliged, after all, to ſet up a Devil to Lord 
Thurlow, a Doctor to the Speaker, a Welſh Rab- 
bil to Lord Kenyon, and three farthings worth 
of vinegar to Sir Pepper Arden, and a thouſand 
other articles; for the rogues have, all of them, 
the impudence to uſe their maſter's names. 


KEY. 


$ 
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K. 


Pug 


KEY.—A large piece of iron, hammered and filed 
by a ſmith,” with which I confine all the free and 

independent Members. Though Pitt, as Mi- 
niſter of the day, may think he is governor of 
the Houſe, yet he is damnably miſtaken; for, 
don't I keep the keys? and who 1 is the Governor , 
that dont? 

_ KING'S F RIENDS.—A ſet of people a 

attached to the King and his prerogative. Dur- 
ing the diſcuſſion of the Regency Bill, ſeveral 
Peers and Commoners, namely, the Duke of 
Queenſberry, the Marquis of Lothian, and 

others, who were thought his Majeſty's ſtaunch 
friends, deſerted the throne, and got the name 
of Rats. Thurlow ſaid, he would never quit 
his King. I wiſh he may not, but I'm TOE 
he will be obliged to do it. 


L. 


LOAN.—The raifing money in time of war of 
the moit friendly bidders by way of douceur to 
the ſupporters of Government. 

LOAVES AND FISHES. — According to the 
Scripture, the Loaves and Fiſhes uſed formerly 
to ſerve the Multitude; but now the Few have 
all the Loaves and Fiſhes, and the Multitude 

are 
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are SY to ſtarve. Mem. The Marquis of fray: 
down ſays, the, poor people can't live without 
eating. Quere. Do the Miniſtry ever thiok 
about it at their Cabinet dinners? _ . | 
 LOBBY.—A place crowded with Members, ms - 
other Servants, and as noiſy as a Jews' Syna- | 
gogue, till the High Conſtable, and his aſſiſt. 
ants, clear it of all the ſtrangers, except thoſe 
£ Reporters who have been too lazy to come in 
time to get into the Gallery, and who, in chat 
caſe, write all the debates in the Lobby,— 
N. B. The Members ſhou'dn't choke up the 
. fire-ſide, nor come whiſking in and out, from 
the different coffee-houſes, juſt to know who's 
: ſpeaking, and when the debate will be over. 
Little Mackley is a terrible bore this way. 

LONG. — The name of a Member, who. is the - 

ſhorteſt man 1n the Houſe. 

LONG SPEECHES.—Cbarley and Pitt are both 
of them clever fellows, and ſo is Sheridan. Every 
body, let him be of what ſide he will, likes 
him, He was always a great fayourite of mine. 

- He takes care of my Guinea. It was thoſe 
curſed long ſpeeches, though, that firſt gave 
me the gout, and ſet my poor,partner, Barwell, 

drinking common gin. I don't mind, however, 
three or four o'clock in the morning, if the 
ſpeakers are but good ones. But there is Ge- 
neral Conway always ſure to get up at the cloſe 
of a debate, and to open a new field of argu- 
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ment, that leads the Lord knows where. I 
was in hopes that long ſpeeches would have 

been knocked on the head, when the Ladies 

. were excluded from the Galleries : They often 
uſed to keep the Members vp. 

LORD.—A name generally given to a man 
through the means of the Miniſter, on account 
of his wealth, or borough intereſt; or to a 
Member who may be thought a better fag to 

| the Miniſter in the Upper Houſe, like Sidney, 

: Mulgrave, and Grenville. God knows what 
they may do up fairs, but I'll be damn'd if they 
were of any uſe in our Houſe. .I remember Lord 

Townſhend, ſpeaking to me one day on the ſub- 

ject, told me, that the meaning of the word 

Lord, being compoſed of theſe four letters, 

L, O, R, D, was as s follows: 


I, for his Caray to the Miniſter, 

| | O for his Obedience to the Miniſter, 
1 7 R for his Reliance on the Miniſter, and 
| D for his Diviſion with the Miniſter. 

| 


Mem. I had a hearty laugh with his Lordſhip, 
bur thought it rather ſtrange that pave” Rolle 
Hl cou'dn't be made a Lord. 

Wl. LOWERING THE BRANCH.—The Hovſe is 
= | lighted by a large chandelier, called a Branch, 
and, wherever Lord Beauchamp, Conway, 


Luttrel, or David Hartley, get up to ſpeak, an 
| order 
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order immediately comes out of the Houſe for 
lowering the Branch, that the candles may be 
lighted, all likclihood of the Houſe being ſoon 
up being entirely at an end.—N. B. When any j 
of the long-rob'd Gentlemen get up, I always +l 

call out to the Meſſengers to have freſh candles ö 
ready... -: 


M. 


r : . %— 


| MAJORITY. —A ſet of people who can make 
black white, and white black, | 
MASTERS IN CHANCERY.—Two Porters | 
from the Lords. I wonder there isn't a Sul in | | 
the long Gallery, for them to pitch their load 
on in their way, they often bring ſuch heavy ſtuff 9 
with them. -N. B. The Lords ought to match | 
them, and not ſend a tall one, and a ſhort one, 
a fat one, and a lean one, as if there were not 
' Maſters in Chancery enough to be well paired. 
Little Quarme ſhould look to this. Mem. The 
Prince's Porter and Yeltjee, with ſuitable wigs, 
would make two very e Matters i in : 
Chancery. 5 1 
MEETING OF PARLIAMENT,.—A meeting A 
of the Peers of Great Britain, and the Repre- 
ſentatives of the People, to Ty freſh taxes on 
the Public. | 
. OF PARLIAMENT.—A perſon that 
Eq pales. = « 7 1 
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'paſſes bills for encloſing commons, and mend. 
ing turnpike roads. N 
MINISTER. —A man choſen by a Junto, to gain 
and ſecure a majority, that he may govern a 
minority in the TIO, and the million out 
DE - TOE = | 
MINORITY. =A ſet of people who cantiot even 
make black Lack, or white white. | 
MOTION. -A manceuvre performed occaſion- 
ally by both parties, as Lord Amherſt told me 
long ago, in order to make a breach 1 into the 
_enemy's quarters. Formerly the old troops, 
Fitzpatrick ſaid, ſuch as Germaine, Cavendiſh, 
Upper Oſſory, &c. were employed on this ſer- 
J vice. Now, however, Miniſtry ſend their raw 
officers on this duty, ſuch as Ryder, Morning- 
f ron, Grant, Pye, &c.- It is true that Oppoſi- 
tion, in like manner, put their young troops, 
too, on this ſervice; but then Whitbread, Mait- 
land, Sir J. Erſkine, and Grey, although but 
young, are all excellent Generals in this mode 
of attack, and have been known to foil 
the moſt experienced of the enemy. Nor is 
Thompſon, too, without ſpirit. - They none of 
them ever forgot my guinea, Miniſters do, to 
pretend they are poor—ha ! ha! ha! 


NOES, 
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NOES.—A monoſyllable of the greateſt impott- 

ance in the Houſe of Commons, and a ſworn 

: enemy to annual Parliaments, an equal Land- | | 

Tax, a Parliamentary Reform, and almoſt every 

other good ting that ever comes before the 
ts Houſe. 5 


— - 


O. 


ORANGE WOMAN.—A young, plump, crum- 24 2 

my, roſy-looking wench, with clean white filk — a6 

- ſtockings, Turkey leather ſhoes, pink filk ſhort 
petticoat, to ſhew her ancle and calf to the 
young bulls and old goats of the Houſe. | The 
jade has always a clean nice light cotton, or 

- ſometimes, towards the end of the Seſſions, a 

| ſprigg'd, pencil'd, Members muſlin gown, with 

a thin gauze neckerchief, by way of enamel, as | 
blunt black Norfolk calls it, to diſplay the ſwell- 
ing pencil of Nature's herald office. to more ad- 
: vantage. With her black cloak thrown aſide a 
little, her black eyes, and black hair, covered 
by a ſlight curtain'd bonnet, uſed to fit that 
young bi Th Mullins, with a baſket of oranges 
on one hand, and hard biſcuits on the other, 
chiefly for the uſe of my friend Charley Fox, 

who ſcems more relieved by a biſcuit, in a hot 
| debate, 


Ll 


35 | PEARSON 's DICTIONARY... 


4 


debate, than I am by a bumper of brandy, 
Thus accoutr'd, as Liſburne uſed to ſay, did 
that young ſlut kill more Members with her 
eyes, and her damn'd ſighs, than ever all his 
brother's ſoldiers did men in America. Out 
comes a Member, ſhoving me aſide, and 

| knocking the tobacco-box out of Barwell's 
hand, bruſh up he gets to Mullins—Mother 
Dry, her miſtreſs, leers aſide, pretending, the 
brim, to be warming herſelf at the brazier—Old 
Griffin, whiſpering the young one, puts an 
orange in his pocket, tells her it is a damn'd 
dull debate—the Houſe will fit all night—in a 
whiſper requeſts her to follow him into the 
Court of Requeſts, or meet him near the Ex- 
chequer Coffee houſe, Palace-yard, where he has 
two or three ſhillings worth of coach in the Yard, 
beſide gold for the girl, or, as good old Bur- 
goyne calls it, Heſperian fruit for her oranges. 
Trig and demure, the bits comes back mo- 
ther Dry leaves the baſket to meet the old Peers 5 
Sand this orange woman's buſineſs is nothing = 
more than to blind the Lobby-loungers by her c 
hard biſcuits and her ſour fruit, while ſhe takes 
care, in private, to handle the affairs of moſt 
of the N ational Repreſentatives, i in order to re- 
lieve and ſhorten, the drowſy. fatigues of a long 
_ debate. —Mem. She never ſhortened me! al- 
though ſhe has Clementſon ! num 


| } 
ORDER. 
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ORDER.—A point in which the Speaker's cle- 
verneſs is moſt ſhewn, and a matter of great 
ſtudy. The beſt ſchool for it is the Gallery, 
where it was learned by Wilberforce, St. John, 
Banks, Ryder, Elliot, Smith, and even Piti 
himſelf. N. B. Woodfall, and ſome others of 
the Reporters, know more than all put toge- 
ther. — Mem. oY friend hag is tutor to the 
Speakers. 

ORDER OF THE DAY.—Minute of ſome buſi- 
neſs appointed for the day.—N. B. When a 
great debate is expected from it, and a very late 
night, the Members never come till ſix or ſeven 
o' clock. 
OUTS.—A ſet of civil, n beste 
people, that with all my ſoul I wiſh in. — Mem. 
Lord Mountmorres, that often talks with me 
about the Ins and Outs, ſaid, he thought, be- 
fore he came to this country, that the Miniſtry 


and their friends only were in, and that all the 


Oppoſition were out; whereas, he now found, 
that the one were in the Houſe as well as the 
other; and it was ſome time before 1 could 
convince his Lordſhip, that the Outs were not 
the people in the Lobby, and that I, being 
Chairman there, did not keep order amongſt 
them.—N. B. Am ſorry his Lordſhip has not 
yet got cither wife or place, or a ſeat in the 
Houſe, | 


PAIRING 
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PAIRING-OF B,m—Tyo. 8 . not 
Worth a piece of dog's meat to either party. 

XN. B. Bamber Gaſcoyne was ad—mn'd lazy 
fellow this way:. 

PARLIAMENT 1 Houſes vir te Loeds 
and Commons meet, for the purpoſe of reſorm- 
ing all ſuch abuſes, errors, or defects, in the. 
Conſtitution, as fraud, time, or caſualty, has 
occaſioned. No acts are ſuppoſed to pals here, 

5 but to reform or amend. N o ſpeeches are pre- 
. tended to be made here but for the ſame lau- 
| | daable deſign. © Yet it appears to me true, as 
| | Sawbridge once told me, that, although the 
| fole buſineſs. of Parliament be to repair that 
which 7s decaying, and to reſtore that which 7s 

totally decayed, yet they ſeldom repair any thing 

elſe but high. ways and bridges; nor reflore, ſe- 

cure, or amend, any thing but heir own privi- 

leges !— Reform, conſequently, as Phil. Francis 

hints, can never ſpring from themſelves, when 

- that reformation would be a diminution of their 

- Own power, though for he good of the People. 

+ George Selwyn uſed to convince me of the utter 

- impoſſibility of Parliament "reforming them- 

ſelves, by ſneeringly ſaying, © Pearſon, if you 

had a ſeven years leaſe, would you quietly yield 

it at the end of rec, however you came by 

EL gt it? 
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it \—Pearſon , if one, ten, twenty, fifty, or a bun- 
dred people could enable you to take your ſeat 
within the Houſe, would you agree to a reform 
where you could not again fit there; unleſs you 
were to have the voices of /ome thouſands for the very 
ſame ſeat? —<« By G—— I would, Sir, as [I 
would then have the fair voice of the People! — 
« By G you would not, Pearſon, as the greater 
the number the more danger of retaining your 
ſeat!” — . Wrong, Sir, (concluded I, although 
I know not whether I'm right,) for unleſs a man 
is a ſcoundrel, and ,/z//s his conftituents, the 
greater the number of his electors the greater is 
his ſecurity of a reinſtatement, and the greater 
the honour, therefore, of being continued in 
his ſeat!” I'm for a reform, by -! 


-PEACE.—Dundas and I differ vpon the meaning 


of this word. I ſay we are at peace only when 
the Houſe is up. Now, he ſays, that we are 
never at peace but when we are at pit For my 


part, I am ſure this is not true, as I have been 


doing that for many years in very great pain, 
notwithſtanding the very great quantity of gin 
and water I have drank for it, by advice of my 
old friend Lord Hawkeſbury, who Ts it gow 
him great eaſe that way. 
PRAYERS Public acknowledgements every day 
in the Houſe, previous to the buſineſs, of the 
Members Having done thoſe things they ought not 
to have done, and left undone thoſe things they 
FF _ ought 


i 
ij 
| 
| 
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ought to love done. N. B. The late Sir Sa- 
muel Hanway could ſay the latter part of this 


prayer with a very ſafe conſcience; for he al- 
ways forgot to give me my Guinea; and ſo do 
ſome others that I could mention. 


PREROGATIVE. - Certain crown privileges be- 


longing to the King, four and fix-penny worth of 


which go, however, into the pockets of the Mi- 


niſter and his ſupporters. 


PREVIOUS QUESTION.—A cowardly flew 


taken by the Miniſter to get rid of a motion 
which cannot be fairly met. When this is. 


Judged neceſſary, a number of Members are al- 
ways ready, like a body of janiſſaries, to ſtart 


up, and e do it, by moying the previous queſtion, 
at the nod of the Miniſter. Many a promiſing 
motion has been ,trangled in this manner: Many 
a good thing has been ſmothered, as it were, 
that gave every hope of bringing forth ſomething 
for the public good! The Members upon this 
ſervice, notwithſtanding, form a very conſider- 
able corps, at the head of which are Dundas, 
Morton, Belgrave, Beaufoy, Ryder, and others. 
Woodfall much diſlikes getting rid of a motion 
by a previous queſtion, and never ſees an end 
put to it by this left-handed ſtroke, without 
conſidering it as a foul and deliberate murder, 
Dainn it, I hate to open the door for the Mem- 
bers when they divide in favour of a previous 
queſtion they look juſt like ſo many alſins! 
3 | | PRIN CE. 
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PRIN ef. —The Prince of Wales is the greateſt 
Prince alive, for he is a Prince of a Fellow—he 
always ſays, © Pearſon, how are you?“ And, as 
he does not forget my guinea, ſometimes four 
or five, I with Prince Pitt would be more gene- 
rous to him with the people's money, and not 
throw it away upon damn'd armaments to defend 
the Iſle of Wight, and prevent the Spaniards 
and Ruſſians from running away with the Royal 
George at the bottom of the ſea, midſhips over, 

as Lord Mulgrave calls it. 

PROCLAMATION. A piece of paper paſted 
on walls, to frighten the people ,out of their 
rights; the ſame as idle cautions againſt p——g- 
poſts, and of juſt the ſame uſe. People will 
always know where they have a right to p—ls, 

and will p ſs when they pleaſe. 
PROROGATION. An end put to the Seſſion bya 

ſpeech from the Throne, proroguing Parliament 
for the ſummer ſeaſon, during which I enjoy 
my veniſon and claret, and the people are certain 
of having no freſh burtheas laid upon them. 


— 


| 


Q. 


QUARME Deputy Uſher of the Black Rod of 
the Houſe of Lords, who, in the abſence of the 
great Sir Francis Molyneux, though a 1i?tle man, 
could carry the Speaker and Houſe to the Lords 


any day, by ſtriking the door three times. 
e __ QUES- 
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Q ES TION. The taking the ſenſe of che Houſe 
on any matter diſcuſſed, and which is ſuppoſed _ 
to be given, according to the arguments uſed pro 
and con. Mem. Jack Wilkes told me once, 
| he'd be damn'd if any Member ever came to the 
Houſe without having his mind completely 
made up, and that he believed there never was any 
one Member ever influenced by any thing ſaid 
in the Houſe, at leaſt publicly ſaid, or that he 
had ever heard.—N. B. I am apt to think the 
Alderman pretty right ; for I have known many 
queſtions carried on the ſide where na argument 
at all has ever been uſed, or, indeed, attempted 
in ſupport of it. Before any motion is deter- 
mined, it is very eaſy to tell ,h way it will 
be carried, as a pretty good gueſs may be formed 
from attending to that ſide which bawls the 
loudeſt for it. Sir George Yonge, Ryder, 
Jemmy Onſlow, Lord Muncaſter, &c. on thele 
| occaſions never diſcover any want of lungs. 


R. 


REASONS. —Weighty and convincing proofs 
given to the different Members in favor of a 
motion, and generally conveyed by the Secre- 
zaries of the Treaſury... 
REFORM.—I'm told there are two kinds of 
Reformers. One ſet who will be content with 
reſtoring us zriepnial Parliaments, as was the 
| 5 caſe 
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- caſe until the Duke of Devonſhire, and the Old 


Whigs voted-and made them ſeptennial in the 
year fifteen ! Mem. Cou'dn't they, by the ſame 
authorit have made them perpetual ?—There 
is another ſet of Reformers, who not only inſiſt 
on triennial Parliaments being reſtored to us, 
but an equal repreſentation of the people, by 
aboliſhing Peers, Commoners, Admiralty, and 
Treaſury boroughs, which they call rotten ones; 
and giving thoſe rights to the populous towns 
of Mancheſter, &c. who have no repreſentatives 
at all. Indeed there is ſome reaſon in this. For 
why ſhould Cornwall alone ſend near as many 


Members as all Scotland? Lord Mornington 


gave me a curious Iriſh reaſon for this. © It is, 
(ſays he,) Pearſon, becauſe as Cornwall is a 


poor county, and Scotland a poor country, 
P * P 6 


blood and oons, man, is it not very proper that 
they ſhould both be equally repreſented ?” 
— Mem. I'd forgot— there's another Reform 
party Tom Paine*'s—but, as I'm told, my 
friend Thomas, (whom I remember with his 
gauge in his hand, and his ink-bottle at his 


- button-hole, when I was coachman to Sir Paul 


Methuem,) wiſhes to kill, the Conſtitution, in 
order to cure ir. I cannot wiſh well to his plan. 
I will give Tom a ſimile in his own ftile.—Be- 
cauſe a puncheon of rum might taſte of the 
caſk, or ſome villainous officer under Govern- 
ment, draw off a good deal of the ſpirit, and 


; ſupply 


f 
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ſupply its place with water, would you, Maſter 
Thomas, pretend for to go to tell me, that this 


caſk being prick'd or adulterated, the only way, 

to make it better would be to let it all run out? 
Il know you are ready to ſay, Thomas, that 
you would immediately fill the caſk with a better 


and ſtronger ſpirit—but where is it, my little 
gruff gauger ? Only a ſpirit in your brain, of 
no practical proof Do you think it would 


bear your hygrometer, as rum Atkinſon call'd 


it? No, no, Tommy — Now I'll tell you 
what I'd have done with the ſpirit, which I 
own has been made damn'd weak and unwhole- 


| ſome by different Miniſters. I'd amend it, to 


make it better not deſtroy it, Thomas.—If I | 
drew a gallon of the weak ſtuff off at the ſpigot . 


Dor as that b-—, Drybutrer calls ir, the cock, 


Pd put in an equal quantity of the very beſt 
Jamaica King/ton at the bung-hole. This plan 
I'd continue, until I had drawn off all the weak, 


by degrees, and ſupplied its place by the ſtrong; 


in which caſe, Thomas, our country cuſtomers 
would not be deprived of ſpirits for a moment, 


weak I own as it is—and they would ſoon have 
the old pure genuine ſtuff only, without endan- 
gering their healths by the ſtaving, and waiting 


perhaps, a long time, for your New England 
rum coming of age, which after all, Thomas, 


would be but New England ſtuff till; and 


would not ſuit the palates of us Engliſhmen, 
. | like 
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like the old rum we've been uſed to, which 1 
own, altho' it has been damnably watered, and 
beſides leaks much of late, is when unadul- 
terated the beſt ſpirit for a Britiſh Conſtitution ! 
By G— I think ſo—and may the ſpirit of our 
Conſtitution be improved by ſtrong infuſion, as 
Sheridan ſays; and not by deſtruction, for the 
| ſake of your ideal new mode of diſtillation !— 
You may be a good diſtiller on paper, Thomas, 
like Major Scott—but I'll be curſt if I admire 
either of your ſpirits. 

REVOLUTION.—In France, the meaning of 


this is, allowing a ftarv'd Frenchman to become 


as fat as an Engliſhman, and by the ſame means 
—and why ſhou'dn't they? Why ſtarve a 
French rabbit more than an Engliſh hog? 


Altho all the meat in Leadenhall market will 


not make Lord King ſo fat as Bootle, yet why 
the devil ſhou'dn't my Lord eat as much, if he 
pleaſes, as our big-bellied Wilbraham ?—In 
England, the meaning of Revolution is, the 


changing a bad maſter, for a good ſervant, © 


by which the people were effectually ſerved for 
ſome years. William, Heaven bleſs his 
memory, gave us friennial Parliaments, and 
would allow no placeman, or penſioner to 
fit in our Houſe; but Welbore Ellis told 
me, that Queen Anne repealed the place and 
penſion act, for reaſons of State, and the 
Old Whigs did the ſame by the triennial 
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act, I ſuppoſe for the, ſame reaſon. ' As all 
parties cry up, and juſtly too, the Revolution, 

- why the devil don't they reſtore us all its bene- 
fits? Give us back our Revolution triennial 
\ Parliaments! Give us back our Revolution af, 
that prevented placemen and penſioners from 
fitting in Parliament! Give us only theſe two 
back in the mean time, and I think we might, 
in a great degree, defy all corrupt majorities ! 
aàãs well as rotten boroughs! Le 

REPRESENTATION.—A free and unbiaſſed 
choice of two perſons to repreſent the people 
in Parliament, elected on the nomination of ſome 
great man, on the ſtump of a tree at old 
Sarum, and other places, where there are no 
conſtituents. ' 

RESPONSIBILITY.—A fly word uſed in "TY 
liament, of no real ſignificance or utility. It is 

a glow- worm in the eyes of the people, that 
leads their ideas to places where they behold 
xibbons, axes, and gibbets, but all is illuſion. 

For all Miniſters, I was told by Indian Barwell, 

| here and there, hold reſponſibility at a vaſt 

- _ diftance, if not at defiance. 

REPORTERS.—A ſet of people who 8 
the gallery for the purpoſe of reporting the 
ſpeeches of the Members in the news- papers 
the next morning, ſeveral of which, being too 
lazy to come ſoon enough to get in on great 
days, are continually boring me in the Lobby 

| to 
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; is know whi's 1p, and what has been faid. 
Why don't they come in time, like Woodfal! ? 
Let the doors be opened ever ſo eatly, one is 
-- ſure to ſee him in the gallery, in his old place, 
with his chin reſted on his gold-headed cane, 
ready for the debate; and it is well for the 
Members that he, and others, who are 
clever at it, attend for that purpoſe; for I 
always think the ſpeeches are a curſed deal 
bettet to read than to bear. Friend Perry tells 
me, the great art is to know what to forget, 
and not what ſhould be remembered; as two 
thirds, at leaſt, of what is' ſaid, would, if put 
down, entirely ſpoil the debate, and bring the 

papers into contempt.—Mem. Perry ſays the 

National Aſſembly have Hhort-band writers 
to take down the debates, but I'll be damn'd 
jf their ſhort-hand writers give the ſpeeches 
like our Reporters. They are a very uſeful 
people, and there are none that I ſo much like 
to have about me; not, God knows, that I get 
any thing by them. Little Shells, who is a 
metcenary dog, knuckles them juſt as he pleaſes, 
and never yet had the good manners to aſk 
me to take a glaſs of the wine they treated 
him with. None of the Reporters too ever 
praiſed me in the papers; but Yoodfall may 
| ſpeak well of me, perhaps, when 1 die. We 


Have always been good friends. | 
G RIDER. 
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RIDER. —Something tacked to a bill that has 
been purpoſely omitted, though pretendedly thro' 
miſtake, and which is frequently of mare im- 

portance than the main thing itſelf. -N. B. 

5 Alaſer Steele and the Treaſury . know a 

thing, or two. 5 

RUB BIN C. our. —A 8 e ws fpit- : 

ting, and muffling of the feet, at any Member 
the Houſe does not like to hear ſpeak. Sir 
on Joſeph Matubey was rubbed out the laſt Parlia- 
 ment.—Mem, I am always in fear about my 
friend ener. Major: Scott 1s no. friend of 
mine. | 
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| SANDWICHES. Ts. ſmall lices = it 

22 and butter, almoſt tranſparent, with a thin piece 
of ſtale ham, or beef, between them, and uſed 

to keep the people in the gallery from famiſh- 
ing, from Eleven o'clock, till fix the next 
morning.—N. B. Bellamy charges a ſhilling. for 

| 5 them, and they don t ſtand him in above two- 
| pence. I once had one from him, and his 5 
wife made me pay for it. By the bye, I ought. 
to have had a feeling there. Bellamy's profit, 
| | 5 notwithſtanding the Serjeant at Arms, or his 
1 | Deputy, as Dick Righy. once ſaid, when Cooke 
| Was eee Pay-Maſter General with him, 
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may 55 put to bed to bim, i is a damm d deal. more 
than my Guineas. 
SECRET-SERVICE MONEY.—Gratvicies, and 
douccurs, given to perſons for ſervices that 
never were, nor ever will be known, for the beſt 
of all reaſons, becauſe never performed. — Quere. 
Who has whiſpered Miniſtry more than I, and 
yet never touched a farthing for it! 
SHORT SPEECHES. — I! have oftentimes 
thought, that the buſineſs of the Nation would 
be erste on a damn'd deal better, if left to 
_ thoſe, who always make ſhort ſpeeches. My 
| partner, Barwell, and I, once ſaid, we ſhould 
like to hear a debate carried on by Members who 
had never yet ſpoken on any occaſion, nor once 
opened their mouths in the Houſe. Martin's a 
damn'd honeſt fellow, and ſays a great deal in a 
feu words. Sir James Johnſtone too, is a hearty | 
cock; and if all the Members were like them, 
one might often have a comfortable dinner at 
| home, and the Nation ne'er the worſe for it. 
They always ſpeak to the purpoſe, multum in 
parvo, as Lord Belgrave ſays in Greek. By 
the bye, I wiſh his Lordſhip, and that tutor of 


| r this there, Parſon Giffard, wou'dn't always | 


be boring me in my chair with their damn'd 
Greek. I'd much rather be bother'd with 
Alderman Lemufier's Guernſey French. I like 
2 em mie en as little Po ep. 
ee. ao - 1 ee, 
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. SINKING FUND.—A Fund fo called, from: 
its being eternally dwg, to aner, the: 25 
poſes of the Miniſter... | 
SLAVE. TRADE.— Opening the door af. "the 
Houſe of Commons in à great debate, from 
twelve o'clock at noon, till fix, or ſeven next 
morning; and being bored by the Marguis of 
Town/end, and others, with a thouſand i e 
all at one tine. | 
 SMOAKING- ROOM.— Formerly this.” was a 
room for the Members to ſmoke their pipes in. 
Now the only uſe it is of, is for them to write © 
ſtanks for the Reporters, by way of currying 
favor with them for good ſpeeches. It is like- 


woiͤſe uſed by the gallery people, to talk politics, 


when they are driven out of che Houſe on a 
diviſion, 

SPEAKER'S EAR.—A thing FW 1 . 
ſelf, and almoſt cloſes, at the ſound of No,. and 


s wonderfully extends, and opens itſelf, at the 


ſound of Ae. -N. B. On a diviſion, the Hes 
have frequently been faund to have made the 
ſtrongeſt impreſſion on the Speaker's ear, though 
the Moes have been five times as loud, and as : 
numerous. Mem. Courtney once told me, that 
- this was to be accounted for by the Speaker 
being hard of hearing on the left ſide, A Al. | 
ways turning that ear to the Nees. PR SIE £ 
SPE AKER'S EYE.—A thing by which the order 
of the debates are in a a great meaſure regulated. 


It 
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It never reſts with the Houſe, whenever ſeveral 
Members ſeem to get up together, to deter- 


mine which of them roſe firſt ; it depends upon 


which of them firſt cayght the Speaker's eye, 
and in this the Speaker is as infallible as the 
Pope himſelf. Indeed, the quickneſs of the 
Speaker's eye has often very much ſurpriſed, 
it having frequently been known to fix upon a 
Member the inſtant he has preſented himſelf to 
its view, while others have repeatedly endea- 


voured in vain to catch it. —Mem. For my part, 


I can ſee in my chair as well with one eye as the 
bother, but, ſame how or other, the Speaker's 
eye ſeems much clearer one ſide than the other. 
Some Member's are ſo feaſible of this, that, 
when. they wiſh to catch the Speaker's eye, they 
go over to the Treaſury Gde, like Maſter Eden, 
as if there was ſomething there to attract it. 
N. B. I ſhou'dn't wonder, and I'm no bad pro- 
phet, if Burke,” one day or other, does the ſame 
ting, as he ſeems, at prefent, to have loft the 
a Speaker s eye. Indeed, I ſhall never wonder at 
any thing, after Tommy Townfbend's giving the 
left fide of the Houle the flip for the Peerage. 
Mm. People ſay, when you get on the blind 
| fide of a man, you get into his favour; but it is 
quite the reverſe with the Members when they 

get on the blind ſide of the Speaker. 
SUPPLIES. Money voted every year for pay ing 
Penſioners, Placemen, and Contractors, and 
5 N 


at 
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 defraying the expence of uſeleſs and bone | 


- armaments. 
SURPLUS. —A lain to cover a \ Biſhop" 8 2 


nig, and che Wini 8 pays 


4 


* 


THIS DAY THREE MONTHS.— Theſe are 


four parliamentary words, ſignifying Eternity! 
to which all bills are conſigned that ſtand ill in 
the opinion of the Houſe. By G>—, if the 
Members were to put off my Guinea bill for +; 
three months, I'd turn the key on them all, 
and little red-fac'd Shiells and ſtout Kelly _ 
might let them out by We . if they 


pleas'd. 


IRAN BEARER.—A W that hows vp the 
Speaker's train, and follows him into the Houſe, 
whether he can walk as faſt or not, Poor 
Mann ſometimes has the gout! - Mem. The 
Speaker ſhould conſider this, and regulate his 
pace accordingly. Apropos when Sir Matthew 
Blackſtone was Lord Mayor of London, his right 
leg was ſhorter by a foot than his left, and his 
train-bearer's left leg was as much ſhorter than 
his right, ſo that, when they walked together, 
the Mayor's right leg went down as the train- 

bearer's left leg went up, and ſer the folks a- 

laughing; but Sir Matthew didn't hurry as the 
n me. but wane grand and ſolemn. 

IREA- 
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TREASURY BENCH. —A ſoar: or bench, in- 


mediately on the right hand of the Speaker, 
and ſuppoſed to be more eaſy and comfortable 
than any other in the Houſe, from the conſtant 


deſire every one has to poſſeſs it. Let any 


Member be ever ſo noiſy and turbulent, it is only 
ſeating him on the Treaſury Bench, and he 
immediately becomes as ams and as quiet as a 
lamb. Lord North found this a very agreeable 
ſeat for many years, and was, at length, fo fa- 


miliarized to it, as to be able to do the buſineſs 
of the nation, juſt as well when faſt affeep as 


broad awake, Sir Grey Cooper and Fack Robinſon 
had only to take it by turns to fit by him, and 


jog him on the elbow, when it was neceſſary - 


for him to ſpeak, and it was juſt the ſame to his 


Lordſhip as if he had been attending with his 


eyes open during the whole of the debate. A 


remarkable inſtance once occurred of this, as 
follows: Luttrell had been upon his legs a con- 


ſiderable time, in the courſe of which he ſtated, 
that he had found out 500,0001, at the Treafury 
that had never been brought to account. As 
ſoon as the Colonel had done, his Lordſhip roſe, 
being firſt rouſed from his nap by his friend, 


Sir Grey, and inſtead of meeting the charge with 
any ſort of trepidation, very coolly and plea- 


ſantly thanked the Colonel for the diſcovery he 


had made, and congratulated the Houſe that 
-thete were 500, cool. towards the ſupplies of the 


year, 


. — 
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year, and hoped the worthy Colonel would early 
© his reſearches into the other offices, and doubted 
not but that they would be attended with the 


like happy effect. The Colonel was dumb, the 


whole Houſe was ſilent, and the Noble Lord 
went to ſleep again. Many a one has been a 
number of years getting a ſeat, I mean a perma- 


nent ſeat, on the Treaſury Bench; for many will 


de trying how they like it, but God knows it is 


a thing 24/ily and quickly Joſt, I never blamed 


myſelf ſo much for any thing as I did for taking 
a ſlip of paper once from Robinſon, and putting 
it into Charles Fox's hands one evening, con- 
_ taining his diſmiſſion from the Treaſury Bench 
in very laconical terms;—Mem. Didn't know 
what it was about, or I'd have ſeen Jack Robin-- 
on at the Devil before J would have delivered it, 
though I know my friend Charley ct can fit there | 
again whenever he pleaſes. : 


TREASURY LETTERS.—Broad Hints. Eben 


the gout won't excuſe a man. My old friend 
Nugent often ſed to damn FAO 


V. 


VENTILATOR.—An inventionto let out the foul | 


air of the Houſe.—N. B. It is always opened 
vhen Lord Mulgrave is ſpeaking, or ow Dun- 
das brings in his India TO Xs 


UPPER 
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| tern HOUSE. —N; B. The upper eg is 
not ſo great as the lover Houſe. The Lords 
may play with the ſtrings of the purſe, hut it 
can t be N but by xs in the Commons. | 


W. 


wars anD MEANS. —The nate Wen to a 
Committee of great note. The Miniſter may 

| well be ſaid to get his money on the bigh-ways, 
for what elſe are the Cuſtoms; Exciſe, and other 
things, and that by means of a whole army of 
officets and collectors; for; as Hudibras ſays, 
whom Courtney JOE to me one day on the 
ſubject —— | 


e The Parliament its brains may tack, 
te No one will freely break his back, 
Or taxes independent vote, | 

N © Unleſs with oops down his thioge! w 


wi Pann. fellow that ſends for Mem- 
bers to carry a queſtion when the Miniſter is 
hard run, My old friend Fack Robinſon was 
gqeviliſh clever at this. Ręſe is not a bad one, 


but is curſed /fingy, | 
3 H WIGS, 
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WIGS hd thing made upon a block by a black. 
. head, compoſed of thread and horſe hair, in or- 
der very often to make an aſs paſs for a man. 
— | Alem. Fll ſwear that moſt of the lawyers, with- a 
N out their horſe- hair caps, would look. as fooliſh 
IT as that poor old creature Ewer did, when the hilt 
of Burke's ſword took hold of it, and carried. it 
under the clock. I ſhall never for get Ewer's 
ſilly look, when I told him he was going into 
the Houſe without his wig—both his courage 
and wiſdom ſo.forſook him, that had I not tied 
bim- up with my handkerchief, ,until, Taylor 


lf bononed an. vis from dd Dr, Huglo, 
1 ; really believe his head would have turned giddy, 
5 and been as cracked as that Jank s milking, * 
. an. eee both & 270540 
T | ; . ; e Ss 5 


YOUNG/MEMBER.—A young or an old man, 
who, being hardly warm in his ſeat, fidgets about, 
and runs out and in, to ſhow himſelf in the 
Lobby, Ie is very fond of writing franks, 

in order to prove his power; and is very 
troubleſome to me, 88 a pures! of Tool 
1 wil r orig | . 
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2. — The laſt letter l in is alphabet, Fa which = 


Miniſter makes, on the floor with his feet by 
"35 bowing to his friend the S peaker, whenever he 


goes out or into the Houſe. Mem. Some of 


the Members, on ſuch occaſions, make very 


crooked figures: One makes a Z, another an 


S; and young Yorke makes a C, jo for all the 


world as 1 he was dancing 2 minuet. 
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